
What is a Patina? 

A patina is a fine film or corrosive layer resulting from time, weather, wear, or a combination of the three, 

which serves to protect the metal from further breakdown. Unprotected copper deepens to a brownish colour 

before final oxidation transforms it to green. This transformation usually takes about 15 to 20 years. 

When the Statue of Liberty arrived stateside in the Year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty, 

clad in a coat of 3/32” thick copper, she appeared to the masses as tawny and bright as a newly minted U.S. 

penny. It took about 30 years for oxidation to form the greenish patina, so recognizable to us today. 
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